TEXTILE SOAPS AND OILS

SECTION   I
TEXTILE   SOAPS
1. INTRODUCTOEY
SOAP is very largely employed in every branch of the textile
industries. In the silk industry, it has been used for
centuries in the ungumming or boiling-off of the raw silk, and
in many processes of silk-dyeing; in the woollen trades, it is
used in the operations of milling, or fulling, and felting of
woollen fabrics, and in the scouring and cleaning of wool. In
the cotton trade, it is employed in a great variety of ways: in
the dyeing and printing of cotton fabrics, in cotton-finishing,
and, to a limited extent, in the bleaching and cleaning of
cotton. In the working of linen, jute, hemp, China grass, etc.,
soap is used in several ways. The work that soap has to do,
and the objects for which it is employed, in these industries
vary very much; so that it is found that a soap which is the
most suitable for scouring woollens, will not be suitable for use
in calico-printing, or in boiling-off silk. The special features
of the most suitable soaps for each of these processes are
discussed later on.